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admixture of a sincere purpose of promoting social improvement and the general good?a principle which holds so prominent a place in the numerous philanthropic institutions of modern date. Dr B. cited from the preamble to an English act of parliament, a curious description of the state of practice prior to the institution of the London College of Physicians, and remarked, that among the distinguished names in English literature, in the latter half of the sixteenth century, no small proportion belonged to that body. He was forced to confess that, at that period, and even much later, the state of medicine in Scotland was at a very low ebb, being then much the same as it had been in England a century before. In the beginning of the seventeenth century, however, in the reign of James the First of England, a few physicians had appeared in Scotland, who having formed the design of rescuing physic from the degraded state into which it had fallen, endeavoured to obtain a charter of incorporation from that monarch, and to all appearance would have succeeded, but for the opposition of the bishops, joined to that of the incorporation of surgeons. In the reign of Charles the First, the attempt was renewed with the like ill At this date the tumour could merely be felt emerging from the pelvis, but by the month of July, the abdomen had assumed the development of an eight months' pregnancy. During the course of the disease paracentesis had been performed three times, at intervals of a few months, followed up by diuretics and other remedies?the tumour gradually becoming less in its dimensions, and the ovarian fluid was found to accumulate much slower and in much smaller quantity.
In September 1840, the abdomen became tense and painful, particularly in the situation of the tumour, followed by slight elevation of the central part of the umbilical region, which ultimately pointed and burst, about an inch and a half below the umbilicus, discharging a considerable quantity of pus, forming a fistulous opening. The patient became exhausted from a profuse and continued discharge of offensive purulent matter from the abdomen, accompanied by troublesome diarrhoea, and ultimately sunk 24th October.
The post mortem examination exhibited the diseased ovarian tumour very considerably reduced in size, with which the fistulous opening communicated; and the abdominal viscera indicated extensive and old standing inflammatory action.
That this case presents several points of interest, especially the gradual lessening of the volume of the tumour, and consequently of the accumulated fluid from the first tapping, holding out a prospect of a cure being effected, and the termination of the cyst in abscess, forming a fistulous opening through the parietes of the abdomen, a result very unusual with ovarian disease. Allusion was made to various opinions entertained in regard to ovarian disease, and also to the treatment usually followed. Especial reference was made to that mode of treatment adopted by Mr Isaac Brown of Paddington Charity, and others, who maintain that the fluid in an ovarian cyst can be removed by absorption ; and from the result in his published cases, and also from the seeming effects produced in the case before the society, Dr M. was rather disposed to entertain the belief that medical treatment, preceded by paracentesis, does produce absorption of the fluid and substance of an ovarian tumour.
Dr Hughes Bennett remarked that this case was very interesting, as exhibiting an ovarian tumour in the shape of a spontaneous obliteration. He was present at the examination after death, and from the contracted state of the tumour and its indurated walls, combined with the history of the case, he had little doubts that so it must be considered. There were a few practical points connected with the treatment of ovarian dropsy, which might be alluded to, independent of excision, a subject which having already been fully discussed, it was unnecessary to revert to. One of these was the place where puncture should be made in performing paracentesis. If made high up, for instance under the umbilicus, the tumour, as it emptied and descended into the pelvis, falls below the level of the opening, or, at all events, the puncture in the ovarian cyst, and that in the integuments do not correspond. A As we go to press, we are informed that several operations, such as amputation of the thigh, the extraction of nails, and other painful proceedings, have been performed at the North London Hospital without any consciousness on the part of the patients, the insensibility being produced by means of sulphuric ether.
